
ACSSW, the American Council for School Social Work, is pleased to invite you to attend the first state-wide school 
social work conference in the great state of Louisiana. This event, organized by ACSSW in collaboration with school 

social work leaders from the Louisiana State Department of Education, Tulane University and Louisiana State University, as 
well as several Louisiana school social work practitioners, will focus on the challenges school social workers encounter in their 
practice today.

Consider the power of attending a variety of extended and interactive professional institutes with your fellow school social 
workers:  Resources for Evidence-Based SSW Practice, Action Research, Employing Effective Trauma Interventions, 

Ethics and Boundaries, Psychiatric Medications for Children and Adolescents, Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports, Communicating the Value/Impact of SSW to Decision Makers, Teaching Essential Classroom Skills for Academic 
Success, and more!  Earn CEUs to maintain your professional license!

Save the dates now--January 30th and 31st!!  Conference fees are $230.00 for the entire event, $130.00 for one day 
(includes materials and lunch, both days).  Student fees: $95.00 for both days, $60.00 for one day.

Seating is limited. Registration will be open soon at www.SchoolSocialWorkNOW.org  Team discounts are available for 
groups of 3 or more registering from the same school or agency.

Where will we see you?  Entire conference proceedings will be held at the Lavin Bernick Center located on the historic 
Tulane University Campus.   For those needing hotel accommodations... reserve before Jan. 15th at the Drury Inn & 

Suites New Orleans 1-(800)325-0720. Refer to group # 2131096 to obtain conference rate of $104.00 per night!
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Advancing the Profession...

January 30 - 31, 2012   
Conference Location: Tulane University Campus, New Orleans, LA

Evolving Roles In 
School Social Work practice

Transforming the Practice of  
School Social Work Through...



January 30 - Monday
7:30 – 8:30 	 Registration  
8:30 – 9:10	 Welcome and Opening Remarks 
9:15 - 11:45	Extended Professional Institutes  (Break at 10:15)

A     Improving Our Practice and Student Outcomes Through CAR - Jeannette Deloya   
B     PBIS and School Social Work Services: A Plan for Transforming 
        Whole School Culture  - Brandi Gonzales 
C     Resources for Evidence-Based School Social Work Practice  - Stephanie Baus
D    The Value of Our Practice: How to Evaluate and Communicate Impact  - Judith Rhodes 

11:45 – 1:15	Lunch Provided & Speaker 
1:30 – 4:00	 Extended Professional Institutes (Break at 2:45)

A     Practices and Tools: Conducting School-Based Violence Risk Assessments - Jeannette Deloya 
B     Boundaries & Ethics in SSW Practice  (Note: ends at 4:30)  - Angela Tyrone & Laura Richard
C     Working With Aggressive Kids in Schools  - Juan Barthelemy		
D     LGBTQ Youth in Schools  - Elaine M. Maccio

January 31 - Tuesday
7:30 – 8:30 	 Registration
8:30 – 10:00	 General Session 

School Social Work: State of the Profession - Laura Richard 
10:15 – 12:00	 Extended Professional Institutes

A     Practices and Tools: Conducting School-Based Violence Risk Assessments - Jeannette Deloya 
B     School-Based Trauma Interventions and Resilience Programming: 
        Current Best Practices     - Doug Walker
C     Psychotropic Medications Used by Children & Adolescents  - Theresa Jacobson
D     ABC’s, 123’s & ECS’s: What students need to know before they 
        learn to read, write, add, and subtract!  - Deidre Kibbe
E	     Louisiana Systems of Care - James Wagley & Yvonne Diaz Dominigue

12:00 – 1:00	     Buffet Lunch Provided 
1:00 – 3:45	 Extended Professional Institutes (Break at 2:30)

A     Boundaries & Ethics in SSW Practice  (Note: ends at 4:00) (repeat session)
        -Angela Tyrone & Laura Richard
B     PBIS and School Social Work Services: A Plan for Transforming Whole School Culture 
	      (repeat session)  - Brandi Gonzales
C     The Value of Our Practice: How to Evaluate and Communicate Impact 
        (repeat session) - Judith Rhodes
D     Recognizing and Responding to Child Traumatic Stress in School-age Children & 
         Taking “Care for the Caregiver” To the Next Level     - Doug Walker

			 

Conference Overview...



Extended Professional Institutes 
Descriptions... 
January 30 - Monday
9:15 - 11:45   Extended Professional Institutes (Break @ 10:15)
Improving Our Practice and Student Outcomes Through CAR

- Jeannette Deloya, School Social Worker Program Support, Madison Metropolitan School District, and Field Faculty 
Instructor, University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Social Work

Classroom Action Research (CAR) is a hands-on research model school social workers and educators can use to 
explore questions they have about their practice and interventions with students.  Implemented within a collegial and 
supportive group of peer educators, CAR has significant potential within a professional learning community structure 
and offers a powerful problem solving process that can transform one’s practice and lead to improved outcomes for 
students and schools. As a systematic, reflective and collaborative process, CAR involves the application of basic 
techniques of research to gather, analyze and interpret data to better understand the impact of student interventions. 
To illustrate the application of CAR, this highly interactive workshop will show how CAR has been used by school 
social workers to evaluate the implementation of Motivational Interviewing and tools/practices to support students 
who are highly mobile and experience frequent school changes.

PBIS and School Social Work Services:  A Plan for Transforming Whole School Culture
- Brandi Gonzales, LCSW, Lafayette Parish School System

The traditional role of the school social worker is rapidly changing.  With No Child Left Behind and other national 
initiatives focusing on systems change, school social workers must consider partnering with school staff to lead this 
change.  School social workers can no longer continue to wait for students to be referred when they are in crisis; they 
must go out and help schools create positive and nurturing climates where all students feel safe and connected.  Macro 
practice in school social work is uncharted in many respects.  Traditionally, we have conducted individual assessments 
and individual interventions for the most vulnerable students.  Many students may benefit from less intensive 
interventions aimed at the whole school population.  School Wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports offers 
an opportunity for School Social Workers to be an integral part of whole school climate change.  Please join me in an 
overview of the multi-tiered behavioral intervention framework, PBIS, and an exploration of the changing role of the 
school social worker. 

 
Resources for Evidence-Based School Social Work Practice

- Stephanie Baus, Clinical Assistant Professor; Ph.D., MSW, Tulane School of Social Work

Social work practice standards, including the newly proposed NASW standards for school social work, require that 
social workers engage in research-informed practice to enhance the quality and effectiveness of services provided. 
In addition, the Response to Intervention (RtI) and the Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
frameworks, in the process of implementation in most school systems, require SSW practitioners to integrate 
evidence-based practice (EBP) to prevent and ameliorate specific academic and behavioral problems of students.

A significant body of research evidence exists to inform school social work practice. The development of on-line 
databases, syntheses of research, and websites dedicated to providing knowledge for practice have increased social 
workers’ access to research knowledge. This institute will familiarize school social workers with skills and resources to 
enhance evidence-based practice in the school setting. Emphasis will be on the application of EBP in the context of 
RtI and PBIS, including locating and critically appraising research evidence to increase understanding of psychosocial 
problems and to inform the selection of empirically supported interventions and assessment tools that can be used at 
all levels of  the RtI and PBIS process.



The Value of Our Practice: How to Evaluate and Communicate Impact 
- Judith Rhodes, PhD., MSW, Assistant Professor-Research, School of Social Work, Louisiana State University 

How do school social workers demonstrate the value of their practice? If you are searching for efficient and effective 
ways to show how school social work benefits your students, school, and school district, then this institute is for you. 
This session will demonstrate how school social workers can efficiently collect, analyze, interpret, and communicate 
information about their practice in schools. Increasing your skills in communicating impact and outcomes to school 
and community stakeholders is critical to advancing the profession of SSW. This interactive session will include 
discussion of the characteristics of a good and useful evaluation that will work in your practice setting. 

1:30 - 4:00 PM   Extended Professional Institutes (Break @ 2:45)
Practices and Tools: Conducting School-Based Violence Risk Assessments 

- Jeannette Deloya, School Social Worker Program Support, Madison Metropolitan School District, and Field 
Faculty Instructor, University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Social Work

The Madison Metropolitan School District (MMSD) in Madison, Wisconsin, has developed a set of procedures 
entitled the Violence Risk Assessment (VRA) that is based upon known risk factors for violence. For the past 
10 years, School Social Workers and School Psychologists, along with school administrators and safety/security 
coordinators, have effectively used the district’s original VRA and the revised version as a set of tools to determine 
appropriate planning and precautions when the behaviors or statements of a student or group of students present as a 
possible threat to safety.

During this interactive workshop, participants will become familiar with the components of the VRA, and will 
receive an introduction to all related materials (which can be downloaded from the conference site). The tools used 
in the VRA process are not normative instruments. However, collectively, they are effective in assisting the VRA 
team in thoroughly assessing various risk factors and in making a balanced plan that considers school safety as well as 
supportive interventions for the student.

Boundaries & Ethics in School Social Work Practice  (Note: this workshop ends at 4:30)
- Angela Tyrone, LCSW, LPC, State SSW Consultant, Louisiana State Dept. of Education  & Laura Richard, 
LCSW, CSSWS, Graduate Assistant/Doctoral Student, Louisiana State University

Working in a school setting, social workers are faced with many ethical dilemmas.  This institute will provide the 
history and evolution of ethics in the school setting.  Attendees will have the opportunity to acquire knowledge 
about professional, legal, and ethical standards of practice and their role in competent, ethical school social work.  
Participants will also be given the opportunity to become aware of their personal values, how these values affect 
professional behavior and the steps in ethical decision-making by addressing ethical cases found in a school setting. 



Working With Aggressive Kids in Schools
- Juan J. Barthelemy, Ph.D., LCSW-BACS, Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, Louisiana State University

This institute will provide school social workers with an understanding of the youth aggression. Furthermore, it will 
help school social workers to identify some of the causes of aggressive behaviors, as well as factors that could continue 
to foster an environment that allows aggressive behaviors to fester.  Participants will be provided tools to work with 
teachers and students to help reduce the prevalence of aggressive behaviors.

“As a Social Worker, I am involved in leading research in the area of adolescent aggression and violence. Through this effort, I am working 
on transforming the way that young people view their place in the larger society. Through the identification and development of empirically 
supported assessments and interventions, I will continue empowering troubled adolescents and their families to recognize that there are 
alternatives to violence. Additionally, I will continue to promote education and skills training for adolescents who feel like there are no 
opportunities available to them.”   - Juan J. Barthelemy

		
LGBTQ Youth in Schools

-Elaine M. Maccio, Ph.D., LCSW, Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, Louisiana State University

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) youth are receiving increased attention given the recent rash 
of highly publicized suicides resulting from anti-LGBTQ bullying. This presentation will review the experiences 
of LGBTQ youth in schools and the risk factors associated with identifying or even being perceived as LGBTQ. 
Prevention and intervention practices appropriate for school social workers will be discussed.

“My contributions to the School of Social Work have made us an emerging leader in lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
education, service, and research. A new LGBT-specific course; service-learning experiences; community research; and local, regional, and 
national presentations are transforming the educational, civic, and professional landscapes. The local LGBT community, School of Social 
Work students, and local practitioners and policy makers are becoming empowered like never before.” - Elaine Maccio

January 31 - Tuesday
8:30 - 10:00 AM  General Session 
School Social Work: State of the Profession

- Laura Richard, LCSW, CSSWS, Graduate Assistant/Doctoral Student, Louisiana State University

The lack of knowledge that schools and school districts possess about what tasks a social worker performs in a school 
setting has created a variety of role definitions prescribed by individual school districts and even individual schools.  A 
study was conducted with Louisiana school social workers in an attempt to establish a defined scope of practice for 
school social workers in Louisiana.  This presentation will provide an overview of Louisiana school social work practice 
as well as link the Louisiana state survey and practice definitions to other state and national survey results.  Audience 
participation will be sought to assist in the formation of a national description of practice, increasing the marketability 
of school social work as a means for improving student outcomes in the school setting.  



10:15 - 12:00    Extended Professional Institutes 
Practices and Tools: Conducting School-Based Violence Risk Assessments 

- Jeannette Deloya, School Social Worker Program Support, Madison Metropolitan School 
District, and Field Faculty Instructor, University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Social 
Work

Repeat Session…see description from January 30th.

School-Based Trauma Interventions and Resilience Programming:  Current Best 
Practices 

- Douglas Walker, Ph.D., Clinical Director, Mercy Family Center, Project Director: Project 
Fleur-de-lis, New Orleans

This institute highlights school and community interventions that are currently considered 
best practice in addressing stress and trauma in school-age children.  Individual, group 
and large scale interventions will be reviewed and discussed in detail, highlighting the 
advantages and disadvantages to using each intervention in the school and/or community 
setting.   Specific examples of trauma and resiliency programming from Hurricane Katrina, 
the British Petroleum Oil Spill, and the Joplin Missouri EF5 tornado will be highlighted.  
Participants will finish the seminar by designing their own mock disaster response using 
their previous professional experience combined with knowledge gained in this educational 
session.  Participants will:

• understand the core concepts that are common across current evidence-based and 
promising practices used to   address Child Traumatic Stress (CTS)
• appreciate “resiliency” as it relates to students, schools and communities and closely 
examine an evidence-informed resiliency building program Skills for Psychological 
Recovery used to assist in the intermediate and long-term phases of disaster response
• learn the components of various community and school-based trauma interventions, 
the advantages and disadvantages of each intervention, and how they may be used 
together to address various types of stressful or traumatic events

Understanding Psychotropic Medications Used by Children and Adolescents 
- Theresa Jacobsen RN, BSN, Children’s Hospital New Orleans, Director of Child/
Adolescent Behavioral Health, Marketing and Referral Development/Clinical Liaison/
Intake Coordinator

The increase in the use of psychotropic medications among children and adolescents is a 
global phenomenon. America has the highest baseline by far, but the rest of the world is 
catching up. Participants will gain an understanding of psychotropic medications currently 
being used to treat various psychiatric disorders in children and adolescents. 

ABC’s, 123’s & ECS’s: What students need to know before they learn to read, write, 
add, and subtract!

-Deidre G. Kibbe, LCSW, School Social Worker, Ascension Parish School System

Before we teach students academics, we first need to teach them how to be good students.  
Executive Control Skills (ECS) are skills that enable individuals to engage in goal-directed 
or problem-solving behaviors. With explicit instruction, students can develop executive 
control skills which can help them progress academically and socially.



Emerging Best Practices: Louisiana Systems of Care
- James M. Wagley, LCSW-BACS, Director, Louisiana Choices Inc.
- Yvonne Diaz Dominigue, MS, BSN, RN, Program Manager, Louisiana Dept. of Health & Hospitals

Realizing the fragmented and marginalized state of coordinated services to children, youth and families, the four 
sister Louisiana state agencies: Department of Children and Youth Services, Office of Juvenile Justice, Office of 
Behavioral Health and Department of Education, along with the Department of Health and Hospitals--recently 
conducted national research of the best practices in delivering comprehensive services for children, youth and 
families.  Three years of research and collaboration among Louisiana state agencies, families, and school systems 
resulted in two major reform efforts: the Louisiana Behavioral Health Partnership and the Coordinated System 
of Care.  Learn how these reforms will: 1) move schools and other agencies from punitive/reactive to proactive 
approaches, and 2) the important role schools and school social workers will play in this new system of care that 
emphasizes prevention and early intervention. 

1:00 - 3:45 PM    Extended Professional Institutes 
(Break at 2:30) 

Boundaries & Ethics in School Social Work Practice  (Note: this workshop 
ends at 4:00)
-Angela Tyrone & Laura Richard

Repeat Session…see description from January 30th.

PBIS and School Social Work Services: A Plan for Transforming Whole 
School Culture 
-Brandi Gonzales

Repeat Session…see description from January 30th.

The Value of Our Practice: How to Evaluate and Communicate Impact 
-Judith Rhodes

Repeat Session…see description from January 30th.



Recognizing and Responding to Child Traumatic Stress in School-age Children
& Taking “Care for the Caregiver” To the Next Level

- Douglas Walker, Ph.D., Clinical Director, Mercy Family Center, Project Director: Project Fleur-de-lis, New Orleans

Recognizing and Responding to Child Traumatic Stress in School-age Children
Child traumatic stress (CTS) occurs when children are exposed to traumatic events, and when this exposure 
overwhelms their ability to cope with what they have experienced. Repeated exposure to traumatic events can affect a 
child’s brain and increase the risk of low academic performance, engagement in high-risk behaviors, and difficulties in 
peer and family relationships. Thankfully there is a growing body of literature to guide adults in recognizing the signs 
and symptoms of CTS and effective treatments to address those children who are experiencing CTS. This institute on 
CTS will leave participants “Trauma-Informed” and able to recognize and assist children who are experiencing CTS.  
Special attention will be given to the recognized evidence-based practices that are being used within the school setting 
to address CTS. Participants will:

• appreciate the body of literature supporting the impact of trauma on child development and learning, and 
recognize the signs and symptoms of CTS in their everyday lives as parents, educators and administrators
• recognize evidence-based practices and emerging promising practices used to treat CTS or prevent stress-related 
symptoms in the aftermath of traumatic or stressful events
• be able to conceptualize the utilization of various interventions in responding to a multitude of stressful or 
traumatic events including school and community violence, disasters, death of faculty or student, and students in 
foster care

Taking “Care for the Caregiver” To the Next Level
Over the past several years, Compassion Fatigue has become a major focus of mental health professionals because of 
its profound negative impact upon the caregiver, the organizational system in which they work, and ultimately the 
individuals they serve.  Compassion Fatigue can present itself as both emotional and physical exhaustion and by decay 
in attitude toward self, co-workers, and clients.  There exists a need to do a better job in caring for ourselves beyond the 
basic guidelines for stress management (e.g., relaxation, exercise, proper sleep hygiene).  This seminar will offer to its 
participants a higher level discussion about Compassion Fatigue and promising solutions to help keep them physically 
and emotionally healthy in the work place.
Participants will:

• be able to define the subtle difference among “Helping-Induced Trauma” types which include: Secondary 
traumatic stress, compassion fatigue, vicarious trauma, counter-transference and burnout
• be provided with resources to measure and evaluate Compassion Fatigue in themselves and their organizations
• be able to identify organizational factors that can reduce the risk of vicarious trauma, compassion fatigue and 
burnout
• be able to identify for themselves ways in which to build resiliency to protect themselves from work induced stress 
and trauma

			 



Louisiana SSW Conference Registration Form 
Also available Online @ www.acssw.org  Thank you for your participation in this event!     PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Name ______________________________________Street Address _________________________________________________

City __________________________ State ______ Zip __________ Phone Number ___(___________)_____________________

Employer/District________________________________________ Position ___________________________________________

Email Address _________________________________________________

Registration Fee -  (includes materials, continental breakfast and buffet lunch each day)
Entire Event:  	 $230.00		  One Day:       $130.00
MSW Student: 	 $95.00  		  MSW Student One Day:      $60.00
Late Registration Fee:  Add $25 for registrations postmarked on or after January 15th 

Discounts for Team Registrations of $15/person for groups of 3 or more from same school district or agency for entire event (does not apply to one 
day registrations).  NOTE:   Registrations must be submitted together.

I plan to attend (check applicable):        _____ Monday morning continental breakfast	        _____ Monday lunch	  
 	                                                               _____ Tuesday morning continental breakfast	        _____ Tuesday lunch
Select Institutes you plan to attend:

January 30 - Monday
9:30 - 11:45  Extended Professional Institutes (select one)
_____ Improving Our Practice and Student Outcomes Through CAR 
_____ PBIS and School Social Work Services: A Plan for Transforming Whole School Culture (repeated Tuesday PM)
_____ Resources for Evidence-Based School Social Work Practice
_____ The Value of Our Practice: How to Evaluate and Communicate Impact (repeated Tuesday PM)
1:30 - 4:00 Extended Professional Institutes (select one)
_____ Practices and Tools: Conducting School-Based Violence Risk Assessments (repeated Tuesday AM) 
_____ Boundaries & Ethics in School Social Work Practice  (Note: ends at 4:30 - repeated Tuesday PM)
_____ Working With Aggressive Kids in Schools                          
_____ LGBTQ Youth in Schools 

January 31 - Tuesday
10:15 – 12:00 Extended Professional Institutes (select one)
_____ Practices and Tools: Conducting School-Based Violence Risk Assessments 
_____ School-Based Trauma Interventions and Resilience Programming: Current Best Practices 
_____ Understanding Psychotropic Medications Used by Children and Adolescents 
_____ ABC’s, 123’s & ECS’s: What students need to know before they learn to read, write, add, and subtract!
_____ Emerging Best Practices: Louisiana Systems of Care
1:00 – 3:45 Extended Professional Institutes (select one)
_____ Boundaries & Ethics in School Social Work Practice  (Note: ends at 4 p.m.) 
_____ PBIS and School Social Work Services: A Plan for Transforming Whole School Culture 
_____ The Value of Our Practice: How to Evaluate and Communicate Impact 
_____ Recognizing and Responding to Child Traumatic Stress in School-age Children & Taking “Care for the Caregiver” To the Next Level 

Submit payment to:      ACSSW or American Council for School Social Work
Mail to:         ACSSW c/o of Sally Carlson    •  5011 W. Fairy Chasm Crt.     •     Milwaukee, WI  53223 
FAX to:  224-649-4408    Questions???  call 414-659-5853  or email Sally.Carlson@acssw.org

Indicate Payment Method:    Check # _________________  
			        Purchase Order Number _________________________ attach copy of PO   (ACSSW EIN #27-0344742) 
        Credit Card:      Full Name on Card: ____________________________________________________________________________

Card Type:   _____ Visa         _____ Mastercard          _____ American Express        _____ Discover      ______ other:___________
Credit Card # _________________________________________________________ Card Expiration Date:: __________________     
3 Digit Security Code (on back of card): _____________               



American Council For School Social Work (ACSSW)
Louisiana State Dept. of Education

Tulane University School of Social Work
Louisiana State University School of Social Work

Conference Sponors...



Conference Location/Hotel.... 
Due to the generous support and sponsorship of the Tulane 
University School of Social Work, all conference proceedings will be held at the Lavin Bernick 
Center located on the historic Tulane University Campus. Special parking information & directions will be provided 
to participants prior to the event.  Participants staying at the Drury Inn & Suites may access transportation to the 
Tulane campus via the New Orlean’ s Street Car system.  

For those needing hotel accommodations... Reserve before January 15th to ensure 
getting the low conference rate of $104 per night for single/double/triple/quad at the Drury Inn & Suites New 
Orleans 1-(800)325-0720.   Refer to group #2131096 to obtain special conference rate of $104.00 plus taxes per 
night!  This great rate is available 3 days pre and post Monday, January 30th.   Guests receive free hot breakfast, free 
evening cold drinks and hot foods, free internet and free long distance telephone. Reserve online using the following 
online booking link:    http://www.druryhotels.com/Reservations.aspx?groupno=2131096

Lavin Bernick Center
TULANE UNIVERSITY

Drury Inn & Suites New Orleans
CONFERENCE ROOM RATE     $104/ Night - Reserve Now!


